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Some Important Question for NTPC & SSC before Explanation of Paper  code 3RPH 

MCQ On Sangam/ Deccans Era: Vakatakas,  Chalukyas, Pallavas, Chera, Chola, Pandyas,  Rashtrakutas  

 1. Balaiyankutai in the pallava age was the name of  

 (a) A scholar (b) A Goddess  (c) A pond or tank (d) A temple  

Ans. (c) Balaiyankutai in the pallava age was the name of a pond  or tank. Majority of the irrigation tanks were built 

from the 6th to the  10th centuries of our era during the dynasty of the Pallavas. One will  understand the importance 

of these systems of irrigation by noting that  about one-third of the surface area of the state is actually irrigated by  

these omnipresent tanks (about 40,000 such tanks), the two-thirds of  water needs come from the exploitation of 

ground water.  

2. Ladies had comparatively a greater participation in  administration under  

 (a) Chalukyas (b) Cholas  (c) Kalachuris (d) Pratiharas  

Ans. (a) Women had comparatively a greater participation in  administration under Chalukyas.Some women from the 

royal  family enjoyed political power in administration. Queen Vijayanka  was a noted Sanskrit poetess, Kumkumadevi, 

the younger sister of  Vijayaditya (and queen of Alupa king Chitravahana) made several  grants and had a Jain basadi 

called Anesajjebasadi constructed at  Puligere.  3. Who was the Chola king under 

3. Who was the Chola king under whose reign Brihadishwar  Temple of Tanjore was constructed?  

 (a) Rajendra I (b) Kulottevnga I  (c) Rajaraja I (d) Rajadhiraj I 

Ans. (a) Rajendra I was the Chola king and under his reign  Brihadishwar temple of Tanjore was constructed. The 

world’s first  complete granite temple, the Brihadeshwara temple is a distinctive  example of temple architecture 

during the Tamil Chola dynasty (ca.  3rd cen. BCE-1279 CE). This temple was originally built during the  early 9th century 

CE by Rajaraja Chola I and dedicated to Shiva.  

4. Who among the following rulers had granted one lakh  balotras from his own treasury for the restoration of a  

mosque at Khambhat?  

 (a) Bhima I  (b) Chamundaraya  (c) Jayasimha siddharaja  (d) Kumarapala  

Ans. (c) Jayasimha Siddharaja had granted one lakh balotras  from his own treasury for the restoration of a mosque of 

Khambhat.  Jayasimha Siddharaja was the greatest Chalukya king who, in  commemoration of his victory against the 

Paramaras, adopted the title  ofAvantinatha. During the reign of Bhima II (1178-1241), Muhammad  Ghori made an 

unsuccessful attempt to subjugate Gujarat in 1178AD.  

5. Who among the following had the title ‘Amoghavarsha’?   

(a) Munja paramara  (b) Rajendra chola  (c) Govinda chandra Gahadavala  (d) None of these  

Ans. (d) None of the above had the title ‘Amoghavarsha’. The Arab  traveller Sulaiman describedAmoghavarsha as one 

ofthe four great kings  ofthe world. Sulaiman also wrote thatAmoghavarsha respected Muslims  and that he allowed 

the construction of mosquesin his cities. Because of  his religious temperament, his interest in the arts and literature 
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and his  peace-loving nature, historian Panchamukhi has compared him to the  emperor Ashoka and given him the 

honorific “Ashoka of the South”.  

6. The evidence of water-tax is provided by the inscriptions of  

(a) Pratiharas (b) Gahadavala  (c) Chalukyas (d) Rashtrakutas  

Ans. (b) The evidence of water tax is provided by the inscriptions  of Gahadavalas The Gahadavalas occupy a very 

important place in  Indian history. They ruled for over a century (ad 1089-1097), over a  vast region of North India, 

which extended from the western bank of  Yamuna in the west to Patna, Monghyr and Bodhgaya in Bihar in the  east. 

It extended from the foothills of the Himalayas in the north to  Baghelkhanda in Madhya Pradesh in the south.  

7. Which among the following is not found inscribed on  Chola coins? 

  (a) Fish (b) Bow  (c) Tiger (d) Elephant  

Ans. (d) Several coinsreleased by differentKings ofCholaswere found  with the inscription of fish, tiger, bows but not 

elephant. A picture of a  seated tiger along with lamp-stand, a pair of fish and a bow was found  on the coins 

ofRajendra chola,similarly the picture ofseated king facing  seated tiger were also found on the coins of Rajadhiraj I.  

8. Who among the following rulers of the Chola dynasty carried  out the first naval expedition against South-East Asia?  

(a) Rajadhiraja (b) Rajaraja I  (c) Rajendra I (d) Vira Rajendra  

Ans. (c) Rajendra I of the chola dynasty carried out the first  naval expedition against south-east Asia. He conquered up 

to the  banks of Ganges and assumed the title of “Gangaikonda” (the  victor of the Ganges). He established a new 

capital and named it  Gangaikondacholapuram. The conquest of theAndaman and Nicober  islands was his greatest 

achievement.  

9. Who among the following Rashtrakuta rulers is known to  have made the ‘Hiranya-garbha-dana’ at Ujjaini?  

 (a) Dantidurga (b) Dhruva  (c) Govinda III (d) Amoghavarsha  

Ans. (a) Dantidurga, the Rashtrakuta rulers, is known to have made  the Hiranyagarbha-dana’ at Ujjaini. Rashtrakutas 

were subordinate to  the Chalukyas. Dantidurga, a Rashtrakuta chief, threw his Chalukyan  overlord and performed 

hiranya-garbh a, a ritual that isthought to lead  to the rebirth of the sacrificer as a kshatriya. Dantidurga, thus, founded  

the Rashtrakuta empire.  

10. Who wasruling the Chola kingdom at the time of Mahmud  Ghazni’s expedition of Somnath?   

(a) Uttama Chola (b) Rajaraja I  (c) Rajendra I (d) Kulotenga  

Ans. (c) Rajendra I was ruling the Chola kingdom at the time of  Mahmud Ghazni’s expedition of Somnath. Rajendra 

Chola I wasthe son  of Rajaraja Chola I, the great Chola king of present day southern India.  He succeeded his father in 

1014 CE as the Chola emperor. During his  reign, he extended the influences of the already vast Chola empire up to  the 

banks of the river Ganges in the north and across the ocean.  

11. Gangai Kondacholapuram became the administrative  centre of the cholas from the time of   

(a) Parantaka (b) Rajendra I  (c) Rajaraja I (d) Vikrama chola  

Ans. (b) ‘Gangai Kondacholapuram’ became the administrative  centre of the Cholas from the time of Rajendra I. His 

empire extended  the whole of southern India to river Thungabathra in the north India,  for administrative and 

strategic purpose he built another capital  and named Gangaikondacholapuram. The Gangaikondacholapuram  temple, 

he constructed, consists of 3 stories and surrounded by a huge  fort like wall, the outer wall was greatly destructed 

during the English  rule (1896 AD).  

 



12. The chola rulers were generally the worshippers of  

 (a) Shiva (b) Vishnu  (c) Sakti (d) Kartikeya  

Ans. (a) The Chola rulers were generally the worshippers of Shiva.  A number of mythical heroes and demi-gods found 

their place in the  ancestry claimed by the later Cholas in the long mythical genealogies  incorporated into the copper-

plate charters and stone inscription of the  tenth and eleventh centuries. The earliest version of this is found in the  

Anbil Plates which gives fifteen names beforeVijayalayaChola including  the genuinely historical ones of Karikala, 

Perunarikalli and Kocengannan.  

13. The chola rulers were generally   

(a) Saivites  (b) Vaisnavites  (c) Worshippers of Mother goddess  (d) Worshippers of Kartikeya  

Ans. (a) TheChola rulers were generally Saivites.Among the existing  specimensinmuseums around the world and in the 

temples of South India  may be seen many fine figures of Shiva in variousforms,such as Vishnu  and his consort 

Lakshmi, and the Saivaite saints. Though conforming  generally to the iconographic conventions established by long 

tradition,  the sculptors worked with greatfreedomin the 11th and the 12th centuries  to achieve a classic grace and 

grandeur. The best example of this can be  seen in the form of Nataraja the Divine Dancer.  

14. Which of the following temples does not belong to the  Cholas?   

(a) Brihadishwara (b) Koranganatha  (c) Kalilashnatha (d) Airavateshwar  

Ans. (c) Kailashnatha temples do not belong to the Cholas. King  Rajasimha, of the Pallava dynasty, built this Shiva 

temple in the early  8th century. It is an early structural temple, built of sandstone, and  partly renovated in recent 

times. The modest scale of the temple, and  the closeness of its enclosing wall, lend a feeling of intimacy to the  

surroundings.Kailasanatha contains in embryo many of the features  of the rapidly emerging South Indian style: 

gopuras, pilastered walls,  a pyramidal shikhara, and a perimeter wall enclosing the complex.  

15. Which dynasty do the Arab writers refer to when they say  that the women did not cover their faces with veil?  

 (a) Pala (b) Pratihara  (c) Rashtrakutas (d) Cholas  

Ans. (d) Chola dynasty is meant byArab writers when they say that  the women did not cover their faces with veil. This 

clan came to be  known as the Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta, rising to power in South  India in At the same time, the 

Pala dynasty of Bengal and the Pratihara  dynasty of Malwa were gaining force in eastern and northwestern  India 

respectively. An Arabic writing Silsilatuttavarikh (851) called  the Rashtrakutas one of the four principal empires of the 

world.  
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